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Excerpts from Trial Transcript 


A i 


BlackLurn~-cross/Flamhaft 
met Mr. Gonzalez 
That would be what day? 
A January I belicve. January. 
Q Did you have any contact with Gonzalez in 


December? 


A If I have my dates correct, the first time that 
I met Mr. Gonzalez was that night, which would be the 27th. 
Q Of January? 


A Yes. If I have my dates correct. A lot of 


When was the next time that you saw Gonzalez? 
t would be that -- the day that I made the 

purcha.. of the two ounces of cocaine from hin. 

Q What would be in March? 

A Yes. 

Q Between March and January, had you -- had you 
had any contact with Gonzalez? 

A 


Q id a contact with Bermudez? 


Did you speak to“ Bermudez about Gonzalez? 


A I probably did. Yes. 


Q Did , u tell Bermudez between January and March 


"Let's get cracking. I need to do some business out here. 


A 2 


28A ulačkburn-cross 
You've got to make an introcuction for me. You've got to helç 
yourself.” 

A NO. 

Did you have any conversations with Bermudez? 
Yes, 1 did. 
Between January and Marc! 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Do you remember the substance of those 
conversations? 

A More or less. I didn't epeak -- I may have 
spoken to him once or twice in refarence to the Gonzalez 
brother: B ; ate no my ther tostinony, that I 
not tha case agent in that particuler cèse. 


vay type of action in that case was like unnecessar 


i 


Special Agent Carr wast the cace agent, and I hed my own cas: 
to be concerned 
Do you know if anybody in the operation was 


to the tiwe lapse between January and March as to 


with Conzele<? 


t don't know if anybody was unhappy. No. 


The operation bavan in December, did it not? 
Yec. 


And the operation, assuming the purpose of the 


R 3 


29A Blackburn-cross/Flamhaft 
operation was to have some sales -- 

A No. The purpose of the operation, sir, is to 
investigate, arrest and prosecute narcotic violators. Some- 
times we have investigations that stretch for years, dependin 
on the type of investigation. And, as I said before, in this 
particular case -- 

THE COURT: Please, Mr. Blackburn, don't go int 
long explanations. 

Q You had an inf ant in this case, someone who 

ay involved? 
THE COURT: I think that's been established. 

Q Someone who could supply you with hot information. 
We en't you disappointed or disturbed that he hadn't done 


anything for a couple of months? 


A Agent Carr was involved as the case agent in 
this case. I was not the case agent. 
THE / JURT: Were you disappointed. 
THe WITNESS: No. Because I had -- I was 
anvolved in other cases. And I knew that in time I 
would get back to him. where was no rush. 


Q Did you ever -- withdrawn. 


At the meeting thut you had with Gonzalez on 


the 2lst, was Bermudez therc? 


A Yes sir. \ 


N 


r + 


A Average size restaurant. You walk through the 


1 j| 30A BlackLurn-cross/Flamhaft | 
jd Q Did Bermudez meet with you or contact you or | 
3 | speak with you before ‘you met with Gonzalez on that day? 
4 A Yes. 

4 5 | Q Where did you meet Gonzalcz on that day? 

‘ 6 | A Initially? 
7 | Q Yes. | 
8 A In the restaurant. 1167 Wilmar. 
9 Q Could you describe the restaurant? 


door, it has a counter with stools on the left. It has three 
telephones on the right. Directly behind the telephones ther 


13 | are maybe four tables. Directly against the back wall would 


— — _ 
N — (æ) 


14 | be -- there was a doorway. Through tho doorway was the 
15 | rest room and the kitchen area. Coming around to the left 
| 
i i : i 
| there was the steam table where you had hot food. Anc behind 
| 
| 


| 
17 | the counter, it was just regular counter stuff. And there wad 


18 || windows on each side of the door. 

o | Q It's a restaurant “hat has windows on the out- 

20 || side, is it not? 

Da 91 | A Outside? Yes. 
| $ | 

` i. Q Yes. I mean plate glass. | 
( 2s | A I don't know if that would be considered -- therc 

24 were large windows. 

25 Q You could*look through from the outside? 


Mha ms arbe mirr Dee 


A 5 


49A Blackburn-cross/Flamhaft 
apartment. 

Q Did you notice closets in the apartment? pid 
you notice the clothes in the apartment? 

A No. 

Q Had you seen any open closets in that ‘apartment 

I don't recall if I did or not. 

You saw somebody sleeping in the bed? 
Yes 

Male or female? 

Male. 

Q Anybody tell you who he was? 

A I think Edwin referred to him as the old mar or 
something. I don't know. I don't recall. But he was quite 
concerned that he didn't want to disturb him. 

Q Was the door open when he got to the apartinent? 

A You mean when we first ~- 

Q When you first entered, 

A It was closed. It was opened by Mr. Julio 
Gonzalez. 

Q How > ong were you in the apartment before you 


Say Eddie came out with some cocaine? 


A “ow ioug was I in the apartment before Eddie 


came out with some socaine? 


Q Yes. se 


t 
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53A lackburn-cross/Flamhaft 
grand jury on Augudt Jsth, 1975 pi abit this answer. 
"Question: Returning to the 2lst of March, 
1975, you , “eviously testified that Ramon, Julio and Edwin 
Gonzalez and an unidentified individual referred to as Cavo, 
were present at the time. 
"Answer: Yes. Unidentified.” 
Do you siete giving this answer? 


Yes. 


Who referred +» him as Cavo? 


Mr. Bermude. 


So you knew his name? 
At the time, no sir, I did not. 


Well, ‘esate 


Bia . z A 


> Oo » OD >» 0.» 


I knew his iis ka ctated before. I 
obtained his name from adatik Agent Carr. 

Q Before you ENEA the report? 

A Before I wrote the report. 

Q Did you mention anything in your report about 
Gonzalez brothers snorting before si left? 

A May I -- I don't recall, 

Q Do you want to look at sities report? 

A Yes. May I? 
No sir, I do not. 


Q Did you mention anything in your report about 


“ I| COMNe un ta me anA atart cnnanal t.. : l 


R 7 


1 54A Blackburn-cross/Flamhaft °. 
2 Bermudez sieeping in the bed? 

3 A No. No sir, I did not. 

4 Q Did you mention anything in your report about 


5 meeting the kids downstairs? 


8 direct examination that you were advised by somebody in that 
9 apartment to come back any time? 

10 A By somebody in that apartment? 

11 Q Yes. Did testify on direct examination tha 
12 somebody in that apartment told you that you could come back 


' 6 A No sir, I do not. 
7 Q Correct me if I am wrong, did you testify on 


13 | any time you wanted? 

14 A Yes, I did say that. 

15 Q Who said that to you? 

16 A Mr. Gonzalez. 

17 Q Which one? 

e A Edwin. 

1 | Q Did you mention that in your report? 

* A I don't know if I specifically stated that. But 

a1 | he was the one. No, I didn't write it as you stated. No. 
` 22 Q Do you know or did you ever speak to Bermudez 
eN 23 about where he was on March 20th? 

24 A March 20th? 


25 Q Yes. The day before the sale? 


Zz lI with vou? 


to 


da 


o 


55A Blackburn-cross/Flamhaft 

A No. No. 

Q Did you -- did he ever tell you that he had see 
Gonzalez on March 20th? 

A I don't remember asking him. 

Q Did he ever tell you that he had seen Edwin 
Gonzalez in an apartment belonging to the owner of the 


grocery store and have asked him to hold the package for him? 


A You're asking me if -- 

Q If Mr. Bermudez ever told you that? 

A No. 

Q bid you on March 2lst see Edwin Gonzalez in an 


apartment alone? 


A In an apartment alone? 

Q Yes. 

A On the 21st of March? 

Q Yes. 

A No. 

Q Did you on March 21st see Edwin Gonzalez in an 


apartment alone where he was dressed or in a state of undress 
with a towel around him? 

A No. 

Q On March 21st, did you see Gonzalez in an 
apartinent whereby Bermudez and you came into an apartinent, 


went into a bedroom, reached for something in the Closet and 


kad ne MAGVAMUMET, WOUIC vou tell the Co and 


A 9 


1 56A Blackburn-cross/Flamhaft 


2 walked out? 


3 MR. ROCCO: Your Honor, I object for the siinple 
4 reason that apparently Mr. Flainhaft is trying to put 
5 a case in through Agent Blackburn. If a witness is 

6 going to testify in behalf of the defense, I think it 
7 only fair that those witnesses sash. 

8 THE COURT: Well, let me just tell the jury that 
9 | the case is decided on testimony, ae answers from 

10 witnesses. You have no right to infer from any 

11 question that Mr. Flamhaft asks that there is any 

12 basis for the question. Pay no attention to the 

13 question, just to the enswer. 

14 MR. ROCCO: ‘Thank you. 

J MR. FLAMHAFT: I would respectfully ask that 
16 you not state, pay no attention to my question. I 

17 would ask that you advise the jury to proceed both to 
18 the question and answer -- 

19 THE COURT: They are to draw no inference from 
20 the fact that you asked any question -- any of the 

21 facts suggested in the answer. 

22 All right, go ahead. 

23 MR. FPLAMHAFT: Thank you. 

24 THE COURT: Mrs. Moskowitz, have you any 


25 cross-examination. 


b> 


~“ 


a Re 


57A Blackburn-cross 
MRS. MOSKOWITZ: Yes. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MRS. MOSKOWITZ: 

Q Agent Blackburn, you are an experienced 
undercover agent; is that correct? 

A I have experience, yes. 

Q And your object is to infiltrate the area and 
to appear to the people you are dealing with as one of them; 


is that correct? 


A Yes. 

Q And you don't speak Spanish; is that correct? 
A Correct. 

Q When you were speaking to Julio Gonzelez, you 


spoke to him in English; is that correct? 
A Yes, I did. 
Q Would you say thet this neighborhood was a 
large -- a neighborhood that's composed mainly of Spanish 
speaking people? 
A Well, the people -- the cross-section of personh-- 
Q Will you answer my question. 
THE COURT: Ne is answering. 
THE WITNESS: Well, black and Spanish. 
Q How many black people were:in the restaurant 


in which you were speaking to the Gonzalez brothers? 


Zi Cnen it's powderv. itte Finn Kane... --—-- SS 


Re A 


1 58A Blackburn-cross/Moskowitz 
2 A Everybody except Mr, Bermudez and Mr. Gonzalez. 
3 Q Everybody was black? 
4 A Yes. 
5 Q Didn't you testify in response to Mr. Flamhaft' 
6 question that you were the only black person in the 
7 restaurant? 
8 A No, I did not, 
9 MRS. MOSKOWITZ: May we have that question and 
10 answer read back. 
11 THE COURT: Can you find it. 
12 Well, we will take our mid-morning recess. * The 
13 jury can go back into the jury room. And don't talk 
14 | about the case, 
| (whereupon, the jury retired from the Courtrooni| ) 
“| (Recess taken.) 
GR flls 17 
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5A Blackburn - cross 
Q Do you smoke, by the oa 
No. ! ; Š i 
Q You didn't have one of these recording devices 


n your person; did you? 
The transmitter, no, I did not. 
ae In the course of your work as an agent, are 


phocographs ever used? 


A Yes. 
„S à EE TE E a Pe Eer?” 
Q Are cameras ever used? 
A Yes. 
Q Had you ever seen cameras used with zoom lenses? 
A Yes. 
Q _ And woulda camera with a zoom lens enable: some- 


body to take a picture perhaps from a block away and get a 
close~uP? a rey, nea | 

SPORE OU pices AE 
A I don't know what the magnification would be, but I 
would imagine so. 

Q In this case, ae there ia pictures, to your 
knowledge, of you and Julio or Pdwin as you were standing 
out in the street? | | 
A To my knowledge, no. 

Q By the way, sir, yy the purpose in searching 
the informer before you then go out to make a buy or do 

> a weit ge.) S35 vee 


business with him? 
ce brevete Prolewbly so. it's 3 strot; * 


A 643 


1 |} 66A Blackburn - cross 
2 A The purpose would be so that in a subsequent court 
3 liprocecdina, that ič \ ould be understood that the narcotics 


4 did not come from ’ he Jaformant, that they in fact care from 
5 lithe defendrnts, and the -'s the purpose, to make sure that the 
6 |j- - in case the defendants come in court and say that the 

7 informant brought the cccaine or whatever druqs, it's proven 


8 ithat he didn't. 


9 Q This is why you searched Mr. Bermudez; is that 
10 |right? 

11 JA That's correct. 

12 Q but chen you lost sight of Mr. Bermudez; did you 
13 ||not? 

14 A Yes, 1 did. 

15 Q So you searched him and then Mr. Bermudez took 


16 ||his car and you took your car; is that correct? 


17 |A That's correct. 
18 Q Did you search Mr. Bermudez's car? 
19 lA I don't think that I did. 
20 Q Did you follow Mr. Dermudez to this location? 
21 iA Yes, I did. 
22 Q Were there any other cars ever intervening? 
i 23 |A No. 
24 o Did you stop for any red Lights? 


A I don't recall. Probably so. It's a street, yes. 


eee. 


67A Blackburn - cross 


Q But you didn't search his car; did you? 
A I don't recall. I don't recall if I did or if I didn't. 
Q And if you did search his car, you would hive 


made note of it in your record; wouldn't you havc? 
A I probably would have written it the way that I wrote it. 
Q Well, you wrote that you searched Mr. Bermudez; 
did you not? 
A Yes. 
Q But you didn't put down thet you searched his 


car; did you? 


A It's not in the report, so I did not. 
Q It's not in the report? 
A That's correct. 
Q Now, Mr. Bermudez was an agent of your agency; 


is that correct? le was an informer of your agency? 
A That's correct. 

Q And as far as you know, tue only money he was 
paid was expenses; is that right? 
A Correct. 

Q Did you consider him a qood citizen from this 
community who wanted to come forward and help clean up drugs 
and that's why he was acting as an informant? 

A He was acting as an informant because at the time that 


he was arrested, he decided to coo, rate with the government. 


H t HAUSA VAII ~ G1Irect | 


ae 


BA Blackburn = crore 8 


Q Did he decide to cooperate because he saw the 
evil of his ways and he row wanted to see to it that cocains 
was no longer sold on the streets of brooklyn? 


A. X don't know what his reasons were but he did say to me 


=- 


7 || that he was in one way happy that he was arrested because he 


8 || hadn't been involved and he was happy that now he had a clear 


road out of it, that he didn't like being involved in cocaine. 


wo 


10 lie did state that to me, yes. 


11 | Q He told you he didn't like being involved in 
12 || cocaine? 
| 
13 || A Yes. lie was somewhat ~ - 
|| 
14 |! Q Did you ever say to him, Mr. Bermudez, it's 
| 
15 || strange that you feel this way after having a charge for 
|| 
16 || selling cocaine in a Federal Government and two pending 
f 
17 f charges for selling drugs in the State Governnent? Did.you 
18 || ever sey that to him? 
19 | A No, not at the time that he was arrested because at the 
20 || time that he was arrested I had no knowledge of Mr. Bermudez's 
| 
21 || background. 
$ 22 0 You knew that Mr., Bermudez had a case pending in 


23 || this very building; did you not? 
YA A At the time of his arrest, no, ma'am. 


25 0 At the time that you were dealing with him, did 


16 


il AT that time =- = it wae a Fumie ly wuarm exnvine Aa. hin 


A 16 


69a Nlackburn - cross 
you know that he had a case pernjing in this building? 
A I was the agent involved in the case, yes. I knew 
that - - 
Q You arrected him in that case; did you not? 
A I was tha undercover operative in that particular case, 
yes. 
Q And as a matter of fuct, you know it was just 
about a year ago today that he vas a - ~ a little more than 
| a year ago that he was arrested; is that richt? 
A I am not familiar with the date. 
Q Well, sir, if I were to refresh your recollection, 


would you say that it was on the 5th of September, 1974 that 


| 
| 
| 
l| he was arrested for the rale of cocaine? 
May I show you this (indicating), sir? 
| A Yes, you may. 
| 
| Q I withdrəw that. 


That he was charged with selling cocaine on 
the 5th of Scptember? 
I withdraw that. 
MR. ROCCO: May we have that marked? Can we have 
this exhibit marked for identification? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
THE CLERK: One-page document marked Defendant's 


A for identification. 


mh 2. alkano imn = = 


é il store inat» anf anina ba a nanenal arina cman 1. 


| A 17 | | 


" oA Blackburn - cross 
2 (So marked.) 
3 Q Here you are, sir. 
I, J have read ite 
5 Q Was Mr. Bermudez charged with the sale of cocaine 


6 || On September of 1974, one year ago? 


7 MR, ROCCO: Your Honor, can we ask that the witness) 
describe what he just read to the Court and jury? | 


Reed the questicn, please. 


9 | Viz COURT: No. 
| 
| 
i (Pecord reod.) 
| 


12 || A (Continuine) res, he was. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i3 | Q And do you know, sir, that Mr. Rermudez pleaded 


14 | guilty to possession of cocaine?“ 


15 j| A ‘I didn't know if he had reached a dispòsition in that 


16 | case or not. 


17 Q You didn't know that? 
mi a ies 
o| Q lle never tol’ you thot? 
m|» Maybe. I really don't recall because my - - ny 
i | involvement wit’: M. Bermudez wasn't that extensive. Most of | 
22 || his control, as they use - - the word “control” would rest 
| i 


23 with Special jont Carr. 
24 Q And in all of the time that you we sitting 


25 with him in that restaurent - - 


ca 


=>) 
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71A Blackburn - cross 
A We did not talk about hic charges, no,ma'‘ on. 
Q Never said anything to you about it? 
A. We had - - while purchycing narcotics you try and keep 


the atmosphere as close to that of the actual thing ; 


j Possible, 30 we would not sit in therè and talk about pending 


criuinal prosecutions. á \ 


Q So then did you get the fecling, Mr. Bleckburn, 
jet in fact this Mr. Rerrudez was just really actir asa 

‘an citizen? lie wasn't * all concerned about thi ending 
| 


indictment for the sale of cocaine; wre he? 


|| A I don't understand your question. 

| 

f Q Did he ever ask that - - 

ji 

f 

|l TOL ° URY: Lt was an argumantetive question. 


| I do not think it requires an answer. 
| MRS. MOSKOWITZ: l'm sorry, your Horo.. 
| 


| I'll withdraw that. 


| 
| Q By the way, Mr. Blackburn, de you know whether 
| Mr. Bermudez is in custody or is in jail now? 
A No, he is not in custody. 

Q Do you know that in fact he's awaiting sentence 


fox this charye? 


A If he pled guilty end he hasn't been, yes, he would be. 


Q Do you know how many times this sentence was 


adjourned at the request of your agency? 


i 
| 


“ tee NC TWO fur. Chat 1f Was anproximatelvy ~ =~ if was verv 
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1 |72A Blackbuin ~ cross 

2 Ha The exact number, no. 

3 Q But you ĉo know that his sentence was adjourned 

4 several times at the regquent of your - - of the agency that 

5 llyou work for; is that correct? 

6 lia At the request of DEA, it was, yes. 

7 Q You do work for DEA; do you not? 

8 IA Yes. | Brg- 
9 Q And cvery time the sentence is adjourned, Mr. i 


10 i never went back to ~ ~ never went to jail; did he? 
< 11 |A No. 
12 | Q He's rerained at. large; has he not? 
| 
13 > He's remained on hail. 
14 | Q Mr. Pexrudez - =~ would you say, sir, thet Mr. | 
i apd has a very strong reason for keeping - - for 
16 | bringing you in nore and more people? | 
zi A Yes. 
18 | Q As he brings you in more people, he keeps 
9 | staring out; docs he not? 
20 | A Ay long as his cooperation is such that we're able to 
” 21 || initiate, develop and prosecute narcotic violators, yes. 
22 Q Did you know, sir, that there came a time last 


23 || April that Vre. Bermudez was scheduled to be sent:nced and 
24 || did not appear in court? Did you know that, sir? 


25 1 A No, I did not, ma'am. 


EO ua SVCUSTL CO CNC araa later that i 


-em a a a a 


A 20 | 


i 
— 


2 Q And did you know, sir, that his sente ice has 
3 || been adjourned until Janvary of roxt year? Did you know that, 


| 
4 || sir? : | 
| 


5 A No, ma‘ain, I did not know that. 
6 Q Ard did you know, sir, that although he didn't 
7 || show in court on the day of sentencing, he wou never pet in 


8 jail or his bail was not taken away from him? Do you know 


| 

9 || that? | 

10 i MR. ROCCO: Your Honor, I object. | 

11 THE COURT: I think the way to gt infornation 

i before a jury is from a witness who knows, not by | 

8 | insinuations in your own questions. | 
u | Please move on to something else, Mrs. Moskowitz. 

| | 

15 | MRS. MOSKOWITZ: I will, yes. | 

16 | Q Now, Mr. Blackburn, you consider Cavo one of | 


the main people involved in this case; is that right? 


| 
| 
"| A Ir particular transaction, yes. 


19 Q And as a matter of fact, it was Cavo's car in 

20 | which Mr. Edwin Gonzalez drove up in; is that right? 
21 A X don't know whose car. 

22 Q By the way, did you take the license plate 


23 || number of thet car down? 
24 | A I did not. 


25 Q Did you note the license plate? 


af ~e EN ek nt ETT a a 
ie eo Orewa oer eo -_~ ee we pg s 


eo ne a a - ~amo 


A 21 


1 || 80A Blackburn - cross 
2 || come up to me and start speaking to me in Spanish. le was 


3 speaking to me in English. 


— 
ea 
< 


Q Mr. Blackburn, during your conversation vith 


-%0 || Julio Gonzalez, did you speak to Julio Gonzalez in Enalish? 


s Q Did he ever speak to Mr. Bermudez in Spanish? 
5 ily Yes, they did spe>> in Spanish, but his conversations 
6 [to me were in English. 
' Q tnd when you didn't understund something, Mr. 
8 je helped: you out; i@ that right? . 
T He would tell me, yes. Then I could understand, right. 
o| Q Mr. Dermuàez would tell you? 
| A Yes, bec.us2 I would ask him. 
i2 | MRS. MOSKOWITZ: Thank you. 
13 | Wo further cuestions. 
| ‘ 
4 | The COURT: >11 right. Any redirect? 
15 | MR. ROCCO: Yes, your Honor. 
16 | 
i REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
si BY MR. ROCCO: 


21 A Yes. 


22 Q Can you tell the Court and the jury whether it 


a appeared that Julio Gonzalez understood what you said to him? 
24 | A Yes. 


25 Q Did Julio Conzalez ever use the word "cocaine" 


i ee ee ee ee ENat T aoe SN miaa atr. 


A 22 


81A Blackburn - redirect 
with you? 
A Yes. 


Q Did Julio Gonzalez use the word "murijuana”™? 
A He - - he didn't come out with the word marijuana. 
He usec the Spanish word for marijvana. I don't know - - 
I think it was a Spanish word because I asked Chito what 
he was talking about, Then I asked him marijuana or something 


and he cays yes. 


Q Did - - 
A Smoke. 
@) Did you teli Julio Gonzalez that you were there 


to purchase cocine from his brother? 


A Yes. 
Q Did Julio Gonzalez appear to understand that? 
A Yes. 


Q Did Julio Gonzalez after you said that to him say 


anything to you? 


A Yes. 
Q What did he gay to you? 
A He told me that the cocaine - - we were talking about 


quality. He stated that the cocaine was gond because it was 
his brother's, that it was their cocaine and it was good. 
Q Did Mr. Bermudez have to interpret that for you? 


A No. 


=H än 
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1 || 82A Blackburn - redirect 
2 Q Mr. Blackburn, would you tell the Court and the 
3 || jury why you used $2200 in official government funds during 
4 || this transaction? 
5 A I used it because it was the money authorized to be 
6 || used during the transaction. 
7 Q Can I ask you why serial numbers are kept of 
8 || the bills? 
9 || Aa So that during the arrest phase of the investigation, 
10 || i£ money is subsequently scized, then the numbers are comparea 
ll || to that list that we keep to see if it's in fact the money 
12 || used in the prior negotiations. 
13 Q Does the use of that money facilitate your 
| retrieving that money in the event thet after you field-tested 
| 
15 | & purchase, it proves - - you obtain a negative reaction? 
| A Yes, it would assist i. case there was a burn and 
17 || we ~ = we got the money back, we could make sure that we were 
18 || taking the right money from th person. 
19 Q What do you mean by "a burn,” Agent Blackburn? 
20 || > A burn is an expression used when you purchase a non- 


n controlled substance from a Person thinking that it was a 


bought starch, or if I went to buy cocaine and I bought Epsom 


salts or something, thac would ba a burn. 


22 || controlled substance, meaning if I were to buy cocaine and I 
Q If you were burned after leuving the area, would 
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were missing at time of filmina. If. and 
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then it's powdery, it's fine because you have more cut 
adulterate than you would have cocaine. 

However, if there are nore rocks in it, that means that 
it hasn't been cut that much and you are getting pure cocaine 
as opposed to receiving some cut - - a lot of cuts. 

Q Agent Blackburn, in your testimony on direct 
examination you made reference to an individual identified to 
you as Cavo. I asked you on your direct examination whether 

|Cavo was ever apprehended. 


Do you recal) whether he was ever apprehended? 


, He was never apprehended. 
| Q Do you recall whether the Drug Enforcement 


| 
sknkescatton attempted to apprehend him? 
| 
| 


Q Do you recall whether you were brought back to 


the area of 1160 Willmohr Street for purposes of identifying 


an individual described to you as Cavo? 


A Trying to locate, yes. 
Q Were you able to locate him? 
A No. 


MR. ROCCO: Mark this for identification, please. 
THE CLERK: Three-page document marked 
' Government's Exhibit 7 for identification. 


(So marked.) 
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85A Blackburn - redirect 


Q Agent Blackburn, I show you what has been 
marked Government's Exhibit 7 for identification. Can you 
identify it, sir? 
A Yes, sir. This is a report of investigation, DEA Form 6, 
with my signature on the first page. 

Q Would you tell t . Court what that report - - 
the subject matter of that report? : 
A This report briefly describes the activities and events 
of the 2lst of March, 1975, the purchase of the two ounces of 
cocaine. 

Q Agent Blackburn, in that report do you discuss 
your meeting with Edwin Gonzalez on March 21, 1975? 
A Yes. 

Q bo ycu mention your meeting with Julio Gonzalez 


on March 21, 1975? 


Q Do you mention your meeting with the defendant 
Ramon Gonzalez on March 21, 1975? 

A Yes. 

Q Does this document, the document that's been 
identified as Government's Exhibit 7 for identification, 
relate facts involved in your purchase of cocaine from Fdwin? 

MR. FLAMIIAFT: Your lionor, I'm:going to object. 


THE COURT: No. I think he has been questioned 


25 
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36A Blackburn - redirect 
about it. I will overrule the objection. 
MR. ROCCO: Mr. Reporter, would you read the 
question back, please? 
(Record read.) 
A (Continuing) Yes. 
Q Edwin Gonzalez. I'm not through. Edwin 
Gonzalez, Ramon Gonzalez and Julio Gonzalez? 
A Yes. 
Q In that report do you state the amount of money 
involved in the transaction? 
A Yes. 
Q And do you describe the delivery of a white 
powdery substance to you? 
A Yes. 
MR. ROCCO: Your Horor, I have no further 
questions. 
THE COURT: All right. You can step down. 
Is there ony recross? 


MR. FLAMHAT: Yes. 


RDCROSS~EXAMINATION 


BY MR. PLAMIIAPT; 


Q Agent, when you were up in the room and you say 


you got cocaine, did you consider the deal Closed? 


—————— 
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2 ||\Freddic Gonzalez to an individual 1 knew at that time to be 
3 Panama, who Nr. PERETE RENE ties as Panama. 

4 At this time this individual indicated that Freddie 

5 Gonzalez, who I later came to know as Ramon Gonzalez, had 

6 || left the area and that he would be back in approximately a 
7 || half-an-hour. 

8 Q What, if anything, happened after you had this 
9 || meeting with the individual identified to you as Panama? 


10 || A Following this meet, as Mr. Bermudez and I departed the ate 


| in Mr. Bermudez's vehicle, we Jater returned to the area of 
12 || 1160-1162 Willmohr Street, via Fast %8th Street, and parked 

13 || almost directly across the street fron a small bodega or 

14 || grocery store located at 1162 Willmol Street. 

15 | Q After you parked the car in front of this hodega, 
16 || what, if anything, happened? 

17 || A At that time I requested Mr. Bermudez to speak with 


18 || Edwin Gonzalez, who we had observed standing on East 98th 


19 || Street as we - - who I had observed standing on East 98th 

20 || Street, to determine the Location of Freddie Gonzalez. 

21 Q Agent Curr, is the individual that you just 

22 || referred to as kdwin Gonzalez in the courtroom today? 

23 || A Yes, he is. 

24 Q Would you point him out for the Court and jury? 


25 || A He's the gentleman seated there in the blue-and-white 


7 


A. 6a8 


101A Carr - direct 


q |shirt with gray slacks on, black hair and moustache.. 


. MR. ROCCO: Let the record indicate that the 
witness has just identified the defendant Edwin Gonzalez. 


. THE COURT: Yes. 


m it 


Q _ Did Mr. Bermudez have occasion to speak to Edwin 
Gonzalez? 
A , Yes. Ast indicated, following my instructions he spoke 


with Edwin Gonzalez. He returned again to the vehicle - - to 


his vehicle in which I was seated and indicated to me that 


| 
Mr. Edwin Gonzalez was involved in a dispute with an 


unidentified individual, that he had informed him that I was 
there to purchase two ounces of cocaine and that Mr. Edwin 
Gonzalez had asked Mr. Bermudez and myself - - 

seid. o MR. PLAMBAPT: Objection. 

, THE COURT: Yes. I think you a-e getting pretty 
far into hearsay. I will sustain the objection to 
anything more on this. 

_ MR. ROCCO: Pine, your Honor.  .;... 
-Q After Mr. Bermudez returned to the. parked 

vehicle, did you have occasion to leave the car? | 

A Yes. When Mr. Bermudez returned to the vehicle, we 

left the car. We proceeded down to the small restaurant 

which had previously been identified to you as the Soul Food 


Restaurant. C hA RER : 4% you vate trere 


N 
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At that time - - it was a fairly warm spring day. We 
vent inside and purchase4 a Cova Cola, a soft drink. 

We wore inside the resteurant and at that time I wa: 
introduced to an individual identified to me by Mr. Bermuduz 
as Julio Gonzalez. 

Q Agent Carr, is the individual who was introduced 


to you by Mr. Bermudez as Julio Gonzalez in court today? 


A Yes, he is. 
Q Would you identify him, please? 
A Ho's seated over there with the black turtleneck, with 


the light-color check jacket on. 

MR. ROCCO: Let the record indicate, your Honor, 
that the witness has just identified the defendant 
Julio Gonzalez. 

TUE COURT: Yes. 


Q This point when you first net Julio Gonzalez, 


| what, if anything, did you say to him? 


A When I first was introduced to Julio Gonzalez, we 
briefly exchanged greetings. At that time Mr. Bermudez 
indicated that I was there to purchase two cunces of cocaine 
from Freddie Gonzalez, who was subsequently identified as 
Ramon Gonzalez. 

Q What, if anything, did Ramon - - did Julio 


Gonzalez say to you after he was advised tat you were there 
_ 


eee a eee seen se 


] 
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Carr -~ direct 


2 prm instesd of coing to a normal supermarket for shopping, 


3 


23 
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w 


just bread an’ various canned goods, soap, necessities. 


Q Agent Carr, I.show you what's been marked for 


identification ac Government Exhibit 3. Can you tell the 


Cour. what that is? 


A Yes. ‘This is a picture of the small bodega which I 


entered. It's referred to here as the G & R Food Center. 


At this time there is a steel gate drawn down over there, 


aluminum, cor ugated aluminum gate drawn over the front of 


the store. 


At the time we entered the store was open and doing 


businens. 


Q Is thet the store that you entered on April 28, 
1975? 
A Yes, it is. 

Q What, if anything, happened after you entered 
that store? 
A Upon entering the store, Mr. Bermudez introduced me to 
an individusl Freddie Gonzalez. 

Q Agent Carr, is that individual in the courtroom 
today? 
A Yes, he is. 

0° Would you identify him, please? 
A He's the gentleman seated right in front of me here 


2 


20 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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LOBA Carr - direct 
with dark hair, a blue shirt, blue-and-white shirt, with n 
sports jacket on, maroon slacks, 
MR. ROCCC Let the record iråicate, your oror, 
that the witness has just identified ‘he defendant 
Raton NE. 
THF COURT: Yes. 
Q What, if anytbing, happens.. after you vere 
introduced to Freddie Gonza) ez? 
A Following a brief conversation in which we exchanged 
grectings in the front of the store, Remon Conzalez asked 
Mr. Bermudez to step to the rear of th: store with him. At 
that time they move’! 9 the rear of the store. I remained in 
the frort of the store. 
pproximately one minute later, after standing there 
and just talking with a cashier or whoever was inside tly 
utore, at that time I also mevred to the rear ef the storo. 
Q Agent Carr, at the time thet the defendant 
Famon Gonzalez and Mr, Dermudes walked toward the beck of tho 
store, did you have them under your =- ~ within your observa- 
tion? Were you able to see them? 
A Yes. ‘The store was quite small. They welked toward 
the rear of the store in which a refrigerator or cooler was 
located. ‘hey were in my observation at the time,although I 


was out of range t^ hear what they were saying., 
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2 iget che two cut. that it was approximately - = $e was very 
3 | close, 
4 At that time he indicated that he would leave and get 
5 || the cocaine for me, return with it so I could examine it. 
6 Q Agent Carr, iid there come a time after this 
of 7 eet with Edwin Gonzaiez that Edwin Gonzalez left th, 
8 || apartment? 
SA Yes. Immediately following that conversation, he left 
p 10 || the apartment and it was approximately five minutes before he 
11 || returned again to the apartment. 
d 12 Q Did he return for the second time to the ARRA 
7 13 || A Pardon me? 
í 14 Q Is it your tocstimony that Edwin Gonzalez returned 
15 || to the apartment? 
, 16 j A Yes, he did return to tke apartment. 
; 17 At the time he returned, he indicated that the cocaine 
18 pe had previously mentioned was not available and he asked me 
ii at that time to come back, later that evening, at approximately 
20 || 6:00 p.n. i 
21 Q You subsequently leave the apartment? 
22 || h Yes. 
7 Following this, Mr. Lermudez and myself left the 
24 || apartment, walked downstairs. We reentered Mr. Bexrmudez's 


ee vehicle and left the area. 


1 || 114A Carr - direct 

2 Q Mr. Carr, did you return to the area later that 

3 || night? 

4 || A Yes. I remained with Mr. Bermudez during the next three 


5 || hours. At approximately 5:45 we returned to the area, parked 
6 || across the street and remained in our vehicle for approximatel 
7 || fifteen minutes. 

8 During this time I anticipated either Mr. rawin Gonzalez 
9 || Or Ramon Gonzalez coming to the vehicle or having some con- 

10 versation with us. 

11 However, this did not occur. 

12 Finally, as it - - 6:00 o'clock arrived, Mr. Bermudez 

13 || and I - - myself got out of the vehicle, walked in 1162 

A la seas Street and procecded upstairs to the apartment which 
we had previously seen Mr. Edwin Gonzalez in. 

16 Q What, if anything, happened when you arrived at 
the apartment? 

18 || A Upon arriving at the apartment, I knocked on the door. 
19 || The door was opened by Mr. Ramon Gonzalez and Mr. Ramo- 

20 || Gonzalez asked us to come in. 


21 At that time Mr. Bermudez and myself entered the 


22 || apartment. Ther, was another individual, Chica, > small 
23 || kid, the boxer was in the apartment at that time. 
24 Q At the time upon entering the apartment, what, 


25 || if anything,did Ramon Gonzalez say to you? 
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2 jA Upon entering the apartment, a Gispute followed after 
3 || Ramon Gonzalez indicated that the cocaine was not available. 
4 || Ne indicated that he thought I was a camerona, as he stated 
5 || in Spanish. This - - it is my understanding this means 
6 || police, cop or slang for anybody in the law enforcement iicld. 
7 lle reiterated that he did not want to do ary business 
8 || with me because he thought that I was a policeman. 
9 This is a common problem. 
10 MR. FLAMHAFT: Objection. 
11 MR. LEVITT: Objection. 
12 | THE COURT: Gentlemen, please. 
ai Tell what happened. Do not go into any 
14 | discertation. 
15 | THE WITNESS: Okay. 
16 | THE COURT: Objection sustained. 
17 Q You were saying thet you had - - 
18 || A Due to the fact that he aiá I was a policeman - - 
19 MR. FLAMHAFT: Objection, your Honor. 
ag MR. ROCCO: Your lonor, this was stated to him. 
21 THE COURT: Overruled. That is what he said. 
22 Go ahead. 
23 j A (Continuing) Due to the fact that he thought I was a 


24 || policeman, he indicated he did not want to deal directly with 


Or. 
25 We 
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2 At that time he indicated that I should give the money 


3 || which I intended to utilize to purchase the drvgs to ir. 
4 || Bermudez and that Mr. Bermudez would obtain the druqs and 
5 || bring them baek to me. 
6 At that time I argued that I opposed doing business 
7 || this way because if the cocaine that I received from rr. 
8 || Bermudez was of a poor quality, I would not know whether Mr. 
9 || Bermudez had alterea the cocaine or whether it had come from 
10 || Mr, Gonzalez in that State. I would have nobody to cowplain 
to regarding the cocaine I had purchased. 

Following this Mr. Bermudez =- - Mr. Bermudez and nycelf 


f 
Y AEN as to whether I coul purchase the cocaine. A very 


14 | heated dispute followed in which I was égain called a cencrona. 
I said "Okay." At that point I said “Forget it.” f 
turned to Mr. Bermudez una indicated that we could go to the 
17 || other source, a fictitious source and obtain the cocaine, that 


18 || we didn’t need this hassle or the problems involving the 


19 || purchase of the cocaina. 


20 THE COURT: All right. We will take our noon 

21 recess now and I have Soliething on at 2:00 o'clock, so 

22 we will resume at 2:15. 

23 Meanwhile, lađies s. gentlemen, do not talk about 
24 the case among yourselves or with anyone else and do not 


25 talk at all to any of the people in the courtroom, 


THE COURT: Do you intend to call him? 


i yi can 
l although my client is in custody, I've had contact | 
“ with them in our joint conferences. I'm sure they'll 
3 be here, even though they're late. 
o 4 THE COURT: Let me make one statement on the 
| b record. 
; 6 Mr. Rocco brought Mr. Bermudez up to my 
7 chambars last evening and I spoke to him and had the 
‘ 8 stenographer tak= down what we said with Mr. Boyne 
9 acting as interpreter, and he said be did not want 
10 to talk vith the defendants or their counsel unless 
11 he had to. 
| 2| I explained to him that the Government had 
"| no right to forbid him to talk to them, but he 
14 could be called by the deferdants if he was not called| 
15 by the Covernment, but he was under no obligaticn to 
ae talk to anybody. That's where the matter rests. 
i 17 MR. ROCCO: Just for the record, I spoke to 
18 || Messrs. Flamhaft and Mrs, Moskowitz after you had 
19 spoken to Mr. Bermudez and after consulting with 
20 Ms. Scltzer, Legal Aid associate, I made representa- 
21 tions to counsel for the defendants that I would 
22 make the defendant available today for purposes 
23 of subpoenaing him. I provided defense counse).-- 
24 


MR. ROCCO: No, the Government does not intend 


A 38 j 
! to call him. I was told yesterday afternoon, your 
i Honor, by Mrs. Moskowitz she's been able to locate 
i Mr. Bermudez, although I understand the address 
, I gave-- 
j MS. MOSKOWITZ: Nọ, located the address, but 
? unable to find him, and I know that he's avoiding. 
; I can understand it. If I was in his position ms 
° I would do the same. We want him to testify, and | 
ę . we're prepared to serve him with a subpoena, and 
i Mr. Rocco will make him available for at least that 
iii purpose. 
ii MR. ROCCO: Pursuant to agreement with Ms. 
z Seltzer, your Honor-- 
P THE COURT: I pointed out to him that he 
m might have a right to counsel if there was any 
- question of self-incrimination. He said Mg. Seltzer 
ád had represented him. I was going to have her here 
ad today. I have conferred with her already. 
i What did you find out about Edwin, Mr. Flam- 
a haft? 
is MR. FLAMHAFT: I fopnd out I woke him up, your 
™ Honor, 

À 23 
THE COURT: Is he coming? 

24 


MR. FLAMHAFT: Yes. 


THE COURT: From where? 
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2 He indicated that he did, and that he further 
3 went on to state that he resided in Apartment 11 of that 
ji building. 
6 Q Was that surveillance report that you now 
6 refer to, was that obtained through interrogation of Ramon 
7 Gonzalez? 
8 A No, the surveillance report was not obtained 
9 through interrogation. 
10 MR. LEVITT: That's all. 
i THE COURT: Any other questions of Mr. Carr? 
12 MR. ROCCO: I have no further questions. 
13 TUE COURT: You're excused. 
14 | Thank you. 
15 (Witness excused) 
16 {1 COURT: Anything clse for the Government? 
17 ~ | MR. ROCCO: No, the Government has no further 
18 witnesses. 
1» THR COURT: Does Mr, Flamhaft have any evi- 
20 dence to producc? 
aI MR. FLAMHAFT: The defendant Edwin Gonzalez 
22 rests. 

$ 23 MR. LILVITT: Ramon Gonzalez rests. 
ii MS. MOSKOWITZ: I rest. 


25 THE COURT: The Court of Appeals said the 
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? warning, once given, can carry over for a certain 
3 length of time. I think the FBI are a little more 
4 careful than the DĽA to give warnings every time 
5 they have a significant interview. I don't think 
6 that's a defect. 
7 Mr. Flamhaft, have you anything to say on 
8 the subject? = 
9 MR. FLAMHAFT: No, sir. 
10 THE COURT: Mr. Levitt? 
11 MR. LEVITT: No, sir. 
12 THE COURT: On my understanding of the law, 
13 I*ll deny the motion to suppress and with respect 
14 to the Bruton problem which is not quite as acute 
15 because I: don't find the statements are exactly 
16 what is set forth in this August 7th report, the 
17 latest case in the Court of Appeals has been brought 
18 to my attention by my law clerk, is U.S. ex rel 
19 Stanridge v. Selker, 514 F.2d 45, earlier this year, 
20 where one of my colleagues was reversed for holding 
21 that interlocking confessions were inadmissible 
22 because of differences that he thought was signifi- 
, 23 cant and the Court of Appeals thought was not. 
$ 24 I think, subject to cautionary instructions, 


25 that they will be admissible. 
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(Twelve jurors and two alternates were 
duly impaneled and sworn.) 

THE COURT: Don't sit down. I'll ask 
Mr. Schwartz to take you into the jury room so 
you'll know w ~e to spend your time when you're 
not in court. Take your things with you and we'll 
take a five-minute recess before we start. 

(The jury ismi the courtroom, ) 

THE COURT: The rest of the jury panel is 
excused, and my clerk will take your cards to you. 

(Prospective jurors excused.) 

(Recess) 

THE COURT: Do I gather you distributed 
some 3590 material? 

MR. ROCCO: Your Honor, this morning 
I distributed all the 3500 material that I had, 
including in addition some statements that are 
‘isi ih not 3500 material. I surrendered 
three prior statements by Mr. Bermudez, though 
I don't intend to call him as a witness. 

I also provided counsel with copies of a 
letter addressed to Mr. Trager, and I'm handing a 
copy up to the Court now. I showed you-- 


THE COURT: What you described this morning 


82 
with respect to i, Was he served with 
a subpoena this morning? 

MR. ROCCO: No, he hasn't been, your Honor. 
Mr. Bermudez is still available in my office. 
Counsel has not subpoenaed him as of yet. 

MR. PLAMIAPT: I had this norning, as I 
indicated this morning, your Honor, I had a State 
Court subpoena which I have preparcd and the Clerk 
of the Court suggested .t would probably be better 
if I had a federal subpoena. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. FPLAMHAFT: Wc have made arrangements 
subject to your permission to have it here this 
afternoon or a little later. 

THE COURT: I suppose you won't reach him 
before next Monday now at the rai we're going. 

MR. FLAMHAFT: Probably. 

THE COURT: Bring in the jury-- Wait a 
minute, 

MR. ROCCO: Before the jury is brought in, 
I have one matter, I prepared jury aids and I dis- 
tributed to counsel this morning. They're diagrams 
of street locations in the East New York section 
of Brooklyn. They are not, obviously, not to scale. 


They don't intend to be true and accurate representa- 
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: to return a verdict of guilty as charyod as against 
3 all three PTE RAEN Thank you. 
4 THE COURT: Mr. Flamhaft, do you want to say 
5 anything? 
6 MR. FLAMHAFT: Yes, your Honor. 
g 7 Judge Judd, Mr. Caden, Mr. Rocco, Madam 

8 Foreman, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury: 
9 As I stand before you now, in my opening 
10 statcment to this jury, I would just like to say 
11 that knowing Judge Judd as I do, and knowing Mr. 
12 Rocco a3 I do, I'm quite confident-- in fact, I'm 
13 sure the defendants will reccive a fair trial and 
14 that, ladies and gentlemen, is the simple reason 
15 why we're here in this pine-paneled majestic room, 
16 to search for the truth, to find out whether or 
17 l not the Government has taken it upon themselves, 
18 through the vehicle of an indictment, to charge 
19 th. defendants with a serious crime of selling drugs. 
20 The Government has an obligation to prove i 
21 guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The defendants 
22 need not prove anything. 

23 In this case, as Mr. Rocco has alluded to, 
24 


he's indicated that you're going to hear, going to 


See a parade of witnesses to the witness etand. 
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i 2 Make . istake about it, that tho archi- 

3 tectural design of this building is in such a way 

d that these witnesses are right next to this jury 

6 | box, so that you people can determine, can observe, 

6 can scrutinize and analyze the people that take 

7 the witness stand in a courtroom, 

8 I think that you will find that about ninc- 

9 tenths of the witnesses that take the stand in this 

10 case will be icing on t- cake, or, in other words, 

11 superfluous, not necessary. 

12 It will boil down to who was there at the 

13 time of the so-called alleged sale and it will boil 

ae down to and will point up to the fact there is one 

15 agent, one cop, who says that something happened. 

16 You'd have to believe and he must dovetail and he 

17 must be consistent with the person that the 

18 defendant intends to call, a jentleman by the name 

19 of Enrique Bermudez. 

20 We intend to call him because he was there 

21 at the time of these sales. Let's wait and sce 

22 what Mr. Bermudez has to say. Let's wait and see 

23 whether or not he's consistent and he jibes and 

24 he says the same thing that the agent tells you 

25 


happened on a certain day, a certain place, and a 


certain time. 
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2 


My defendant, and I can Only speak for my 


defendant, wil) take the witness stand. The Judge 


= 


has indicated, I'm sure he will tcll you, that he 


ao” 


need not, but he will face up to cross-examination, 


a 


face up to questioning, will not cower behind the 

defense table, and explain to you his backcround, 

his so-called sales,the so-called transactions, the 

so-called negotiations that the Government: has said 

they have done. 

| You'll find my man has used co.aine and you 

will find this is not the first time he has used 

"| cocaine, that ha's not a virgin, not a neophyte 

| to drugs, and he knows what the word “drug" means. 

| And he knows that cocaine means. 

| Then you are then to determine, after hearing 

| both the Prosecution, both the Gcficnse, whether or 
not the Government has sustained the „burden of 
proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

a I trust, :'m confident, that at the end of 

the entire case you will find that the Government 

has failed to sustain the burden that is necessary 


in order to convict somebody of a sale. 


The Government has gone to great length to 


come back with an indictment. The Government has 


10 


11 
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an obligation, responsibility, to prove each and 
every charge as it stands now before my client. 
Thank you, 

THE COURT: Mr. Levitt, you may speak. 

MR. LEVITT: Thank you, 

Your Honor, Mr. Rocco, ladies and gentlemen 
of the jury: 

I shall be very brief in that Mr. Plamhaft 
has covered the usual for the defense, just to say 
I represent Ramon Gonzalez, a brother, and it is 
his contention that he never dealt in the sale of 
narcotics; that he didn't commit any acts in vio- 
lation of the laws of the United States or of any 
other state. 

Yes, there is a criminal in this case, and 
that criminal is the man referred to as the in- 
former. 

I have nothing further to say. Thank you. 

THE COURT. Ms. Moskowitz. 

MS. MOSKOWITZ: Your Honor, Mr. Rocco, 

Mr. Carr, Mr. Caden, Madam, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Good afternoon. I will be very brief, for, 
as his Honor has indicated to you, the only person 


in this courtroom who has a burden to prove anything 
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to you is ltr. Rocco, and as a matter of fact, by 
law, Mr. edi deans come here and tell you what he 
intends to prove in this case. 

I, on behalf of my client, Julio Gonzalez, 
the man seated at the far end of the table next to 
the iaterpreter, have no burden whatsoever. At this 
monent, Mr. Gonzalez is presumed innocent, and 
throughout the course of his trial, as Judge ‘Judd 
will tell you, he is preswied innocent. Only if 
the Government rebuts his presumption and establishes 
proof beyond a reasonable doubt may you then find 
him guilty. 

I'm goiny to ask you to listen to the evi- 
dence as it comes forth most car. fully. Please, 
throughout the course of the trial, to keep, if 
possible, your winds compartmentalized and listen 
to the evidence as it affects my client, Julio 
Gonzalez. 

Mr. Rocco has stated tnis is a very simple 
case, and he's lumped together three brothers. It 
may be simple to Mr. Rocco, but I trust it will not 
be simple to you and it is not a simple matter for 
Mr. Gonzalez. 


I ask you to listen to the evidence and say 


| 


to yourself as you hear the testimony, "What are 


they saying about Julio Gonzalez?" 
I submit to you, as you listen to this 
testimony, you will be convinced not by the proof in 


this case, but by the overwhelming lack of evidence 
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x against Julio Gonzalez and you will come to a ver- 

ri dict of not guilty. Thank you. 

$ 9 THE COURT: You may proceed with your witness, 
10 Mr. Rocco. | 

II | MR. ROCCO: Thank you. 


The United States calls Mr. Samuel Blackburn. 


— 
$a 


SAMUEL BLACKBURN, called as a witness, 


to 


15 having been duly sworn by the Clerk of the Court, 
testified as follows: 


17 THE CLERK: Give vs your nama. 
18 THE WITNESS: Sam Blackburn, B-1-a-c-k-b-u-r-n 
19 DIRECT EXAMINATION | 
20 BY MR. ROCCC: l ; 
E al Q Mr. Blackburn, would you tell the Court whom 
se 22 you're employed by. 
A I'm employed by the Drug Enforcement Adminis- 


tration, United States Depèrtment of Justice. 


ja ; Q Mr. Blackburn, will you tell the Court how 
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long you've been employed with the Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration? 

A I've been employed as a special agent for 
about a yecr and a haif. 
Q Mr. Blackburn, have you had prior law enforce 


ment experience? 


A Yes, I have. 
Q What was that, sir? 
A For five and a half years I was assig..ed 


to the Metropolitan Police Departinent, Washington, D.C. 
Narcotics Squad. I was a sergeant. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, can you decseribe for the Court 
and jury, briefly, what your duties as a special ugent of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration encompass. 

A My dutics require thac I conduct criminal 
investigations, sometimes assuming an undercover role. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, were you employed as a special 


agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration on March 


21, 1975? 
A Yes, sir, I was. 
Q Were you on duty that day? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Mr. Blackburn, directing your attention to 


March 21, 1975, did you have occasion to be in the vicinity 
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of Willmohr and East 98th Streets in Brooklyn, New York, 
while on duty that day? 


A Yes, sir.- 


Q Mr. Blackburn, can you tell the Court and 


jury where Willmohr Street is located in Brooklyn. 

A It's in the East New York section of Brooklyn. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, can you tell the Court your 
purpose in going to Willmohr Street and East 98th Street 
on March 21, 1975. 

A Earlier that day, March 21, I received a 
telephone call from Fnrico Bermudez, who informed me-- 

MS. MOSKOWITZ: Objection. 
THE COURT: Overruled. Go ahead. 

A I received a phone call from Enrico Bermudez, 
who advised me that he had made arrangements with the 
person formally introduced to me as Edwin Gonzalez, for 
me to purchase two ounces of cocaine from Edwin Gonzalez. 

THE COURT: I'm allowing that, ladies and 
gentlemen, as the background for the afternoon, 
what Mr. Bermudez says not on the stand is not 
offered for the truth of what he said, but to ex- 
plain what Mr. Blackburn did later on. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, would you tell the Court and 


jury whether you had occasion on the 2lst of March, 1975, 
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to go to a restaurant located on Willmohr Street. 
MR. FLAMIAFT: Objection, your Honor, 1 ading. 


THE COURT: Overruled. 


a Yes, I did. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, do you recall the rame of the 
restaurant? 

A The name of it I believe is Soul Food Restau- 


rant. At the time there was no sign printed on the window. 
People in the neighborhood referred to it as the Soul food 
Restaurant. a 

Q Mr. Blackburn, do you recall where on Willmohr 
Street the Soul Food Restaurant that you referred to is 
located? 

A 1167 Willmohkr. 

THE CLERK: Four photographs marked Govern- 
ment's Exhibit 1 through 4 for identification. 
Q I show you Government Exhibit 1 marked for 


identification. Can you identify it? 


A Yes, sir, I can. 
Q What is it? 
A This is a photograph of the restaurant I call 


the Soul Food Restaurant, located 1167 Willmohr Street. 
Q Is that photograph of the restaurant you 


called the Soul Food Restaurant a true and accurate repre- 


2 il a Mi ak anli ha tha annroximate location or 


oe a 


A I met with Mr. Edwin Gonzalez on the 27th of 


January, 1975, at the corner of East 98th and Willmohr. 


| 
| N -oa 
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z sentation of the Soul Food Restaurant on March 21, 1975? 
3 A Yes. 
4 | MR. ROCCO: I move that be admitted into 
5 evidence at this time. 
a 6 THE COURT: I'll receive it subject to connec- 
; 7 tion and to any objection. 
od 8 | Mark it. 
PE 9 | (Said photographs handed to defense. counsel.) 
10 THE CLERK: Government Exhibit 1 marked 
4 “a in evidence. 
‘ 
¥ ab (So marked) 
"e 
R “dt 0) Mr. Blackburn, after going to the Soul Food 
! ai Restaurant on March 21, 1975, did you have occasion to meet 
: 18 | with an individual introduced to you as Edwin Gonzalez? 
t 
e A Yes, I did. 
17 Q Do you recall the time of day that you met 
‘ with the individual identified to you as Edwin Gonzalez? 
19 A Approximately six o'clock p.m. 
20 Q Had you ever met that individual before? 
21 A Yes, I have. 
22 Q Can you tell or will you tell the Court and 
; 23 jury where that mecting took place and when. 
24 
’ 
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I was introduced to Mr. Gonzalez by Enrico Blackburn. 
I had a conversation with Mr. Edwin Gonzalez in reference 
to my purchasing two ounces of cocaine. 
At that time I was unable to purchase the 
cocaine from Mr. Edwin Gonzalez because he stated that his 
source of supply for cocaine was not hone, 


Q Agent Blackburn, is that individual introduced 


to you as Edwin Gonzalez in the courtroom today? 


A Yes, he is. 
Q Would you identify him, please. 
A The gentleman w th the green suit with his 


head down (indicating). 

MR. ROCCO: Your Nonor, if it please the 
Court, may the record indicate that Special Agent 
Blackburn has pointed to the defendant Edwin 
Gonzalez. 

THE COURT: In the absence of any dispute, 
I'll accept the fact. 
Q ' Special Agent Blackburn, do you recall where 


you first encountered Edwin Gonzalez on March 21, 1975? 


A Yes, sir. It was inside the Soul Food 
Restaurant. 

Q Were you alone at the time? 

A I was alone, yes, sir. 


A 
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Q At the time that you encountered the defend- 


ant Edwin Gonzalez, was he alone? 
A No, he was not. 
Q Who was he with? 
A A person known to me as Enrico Bermudez. 
Q Is that the same individual who introduced you 
Gonzalez on the 27th of January, 1975? 
A Yes, sir. 


Q Had you met with Mr. Bermudez earlier that 


Yes, sir, I had. 
At approximately what tine; do you recall? 
A Around five o'clock p.m. 
Q Do you recall where you met with Mr. Bermudez 
tuvat day? 
A At the Galaxy Restaurant, located at 
Pennsylvania and Linden Boulevard in Brooklyn. 
Q Agent Blackburn, what was the purpose of 


your meeting Mr. Bermudez that day? 


A The purpose of my meeting with Mr. Bermudez 
was, first, to finalize plans for my purchase of cocaine 
from Mr. onzalez and to conduct a search of Mr. Bermudez's 
person to make sure that he didn't have any narcotics or 


other contraband in his possession. 
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2 Q Did you in fact search Mr. Barmudez? 
3 A Yes, I did. 
4 Q What vas th? result of that search? 
5 | A The search was negative. 
6 | Q By “negative,” do you mean-- 
Ty A He was not in possession of contraband nor 
| did he have any narcotics. | 
4 ° | Q Agent Blackburn, did Mr. Bermudez accompany 
% 10 | you to the vicinity of Willmohr an East 96th Street on 
11 March 21, 1975? 
3 12 || A No, sir. 
ei | 
3 13 | Q bid you meet with him there? 
14 | A I did. 
s | Q Who arrived first; do you recall? 
j 16 | A nr. Bermučez arrived first in his personal 
g vehiclə. I arrived in a Government car-- I followed 
18 hr. sermudez until approximately one block of the area, 
i Then he turned in and went in. I made the block and caine 
afl in approximately two to three minutes later. 
21 | Q Mr. Blackburn, what was the purpose of your 
22 meeting with the defendant Edwin Gonzalez on March 21, 1975? 
\ 23 


A To purchase two ounces of cocaine. 


| 
| 
| 
24 Q At the time that you first encountered 
Mr. Conzalez, what you describe as the Soul Food Restaurant, 
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do you say you spoke to him? 

A Yes. 

Will you tell the Court what you said. 

A When I met Mr. Gonzalez inside the rest.aurant 
I asked him-- First we exchanged greetings. Then I asked 
him if he had the coccine I camo after, or the coke. 

Q What did Mr. Gonzalez say to you? 

A Ye advised me that he didn't have the coke 
with him then, that all he had to do was -- all he needed 
to do was call his man and he could mat tha cocaine for me, 
After that brief exchange, Mr. Edwin Gonzalez walked to 
bank of three talephones, used the middle tclephone, dialed 
a number, and appeared to engage in conversation for ap- 
proximately two minutes. 

Then he returned to ne and stated that ho 
could get the coke that I wanted, that he vould have jt for 
me in a half hour, that he had spoken to his man, 

Q Did all this- conversation following what 
appeared to be a whone call by Mr. Gonzalez, take place in 
the Soul Food Nestaurant? 

A Yes, it did. 

Q Did there come a time after Mr. Gonzalez 
Mr. Edwin Gonzalez, placed that phone call that he left 


the restaurant? 
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A Yes. 
Q How long after these discussions did Mr. Gon- 


zalez leave? Did he Jeave immed‘ ately? 

A It was almost immediately after the conver- 
sation. 

Q Did Mr. Gonzalez leave the restaurant alone 


when he left? 


A No, he did not. 

Q Who did he leave with? 

A lr. Enrique Bermude:.. 

Q After Mr, Rerwndez ond Mr. Gonzalez let the 


restavrant, did anything else happen at the restaurant? 

dh Mr. Dernudez returned to the restaur nt a 
short time later. 

Q What do you mean by "a short time"? Do you 
recall how long-- 

A Within minutes. 

Q After Mr. Bermudez left the restaurant w ith 
Mr. Gonzalez and returned, did thee come a time that you 
lost sight of Mr. Bermudez or did Mr. Bermudez continue or 
remain in your sight’ 

A Prom that point on I didn't lose sicht of 
Mr. Bermudez, no. 


Q Did there come a time that you and Mr. 
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Bermudez loft the restaurant? 

A Yes. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, just stepping back, what were 
you doing in the restaurant while you were waiting to meet 
Mr. Gonzalez, while you were waiting for Mr. Gonzalez to 
return? 

A I had a meal and a soda and I think Mr. Ber- 
mudez had a soda, also, strawberry soda. 

Q After you left the restaurant with Mr. Ber- 
mudez, what if anything did the two of you do? 

A After we left the restaurant, we stocd in the 
doorway, in front of the door to the restavrant, at the 
corner. 

Q Is that doorway on East 98th Street or is it o 
Willmohr Street? 

A I would say-- 

MS. MOSKOWITZ: I'm objecting to the agent 
reacing-- 

Mk. ROCCO: He's looking at photographs 
marked ir ev: dense. 

THE COURT: You can see anything he's looking 
at. 

A I would say it's more on East 98th than on 


Willmohr, the doorway to the restaurant. 
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2 | Q Is it directly at the intersection? 
| 
a | A Yes, it is. 
| 
4 | Q While standing in front of the restaurant with 
s| Mr. Bermudez, did you have occasion to meet anyone? 
6 | A Yes, I did. 
Th Q Who did you moct? 
8 | A I met a person introduced to me as Chickie. 
9 | Chickie and I had a conversation. I met Chickie when I 
10 | was there on the 27th, on my initial meeting with Mr. Gonzal 
A n ez and it was just a continuation of a conversation that I 
s 12 | had with him befcre, because Chickie told me that he had 
13 | been a boxer and I was asking him qu:stions about his boxing 
u | abilities, stuff like that, general conversation. 
5 | Q After you met with Chickie, dii you meet 
6 | with anyone else? 
J A Yes, I did. 
adi Q Can you tell the Court and jury who that 
| person wos. 
20 A Mr. Julio Gonzalez. I met with him. He 
approached me and had a conversation with me while I was 
4 standing in the doorway. 
l 23 Q I take it from your testimony that that 
l individual is in the « urtroom today. 


to 
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Q Will you identify him for me, please. 
A The gentleman with the black turtleneck and 


the light curt. 
mR. ROCCO: Might the record indicate 
Special Agent Alackburn has just identified Julio 
Gonzalez, 
TUL COUPT: Yes., 
Q ir. Blackburn, where did you first meet 
Julio Gonzale 
A In the doorway of the restaurant. 
Q Do you recall who introduced you to the 
defendant Julio Conzalez? 
A Yes, Mr. inrique Bermudez. 
Q At the time that you were first introduced 


to Mr. Julio Gonzalez, (Cid he say anything to you? 


A Yes, he did. 
Q Do you recall what he said? 
A Yes, after we were introduced, we exchanged 


greetings and we talked, first in general conversation and 
then we talked about cocaine. Mr. Julio Gonzalez informed 
me that his cocaine at the time -- when he referred to 
"his," he was speaking of his brother's -- 

MS. MOSKOWITZ: Objection. 

Tak COURT: That's the subject of cross- 
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examination. The jury doesn't have to believe it. 
Fa 
: * ga” 
You can persuade them it's not so. ` 
j 4 Q Continue, please. 
5 A Ne mantioned his cocaine was the best in the s 
X ws ? 
Bs 6 neichborhood and that it was good cocaine. 
X 
7 Q Did anything else happen while you were stand- 
8 ing in front of the restaurant with Mr. Bermudez and with 
: 9 i| the defendant Julio Gonzajez? 
10 A bid anything else happen? 
11 j Q Yes. Did there come a time-- 
? 12 A He left a short t°- c, after talking for about 
> | -s . 
13 || twenty-five minutos he left. S 
14 | Q Can you recoliect approximately, what time of 
15 || day this was? 
16 A I guess it must have been around 6:30, 6:25, 
17 6:30. 
18 Q This was on March 21, 1975. Do you recall 
f 19 whether it was light or still light? 
20° A Yes, it wasz., It wasn't completely dark, dusk. 
2] Q Did you notice where. Julio Gonzanez went after 


23 A He went-- He crossed the street, went in 


24 the direction of 1160-62 Willmohr, which address I'm not 


25 


| 
| he left you? 
| sure, which place. 
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2 he was strewn all over the room. 
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THE CLERK: Two pages of diagrams marked 
Government Exhibit 5 for identification. 
(So marked) 
Q Special Agent Blackburn, I show you what aprəa:s 
to be a map. Can you describe it. 
A Yes, this is the area of East 98th, Willroir, 
Newport and Rockaway in zast New York. 
Q Would you say it constitutes a fair-representa 
tion of those streets and the intersection? 
i oe 
MR. ROCCO: On the basis of that, I would 
like to use these as jury aids, to have Mr. Black- 
burn identify the respective sites there. 
THE COURT: Does anyon. want to have a voir 
dire on it first? 
MR. LEVITT: Yes, sir. By all means. 
THE COURT: Go ahead. 
VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION 
BY MR. LEVITT: 
Q . I just want to know one question, Mr. Black- 
burn. How long have you vorked in this neighborhood? 
A I've been there only two or three times. 
Q Yet, baing there only two or three PREY 


you are now telling us that you can identify a diayram which 
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< is haphazardly drawn and tell us that represents a fair 
3 identification or fair facsimile of that neighborhood? 
4 A The question that I understood is that this 
5 drawing that I had in front of me is almost the same as 
6 it appeared on the map. Prior to going to the area, I 
7 looked at the map of the area because I was not fanliar 
| with East 98th, Rockaway, Willmohr or Newport. I did 
9 || look at the map. This is similar to the way it's drawn 
10 | on the mpe 
i Q What map was that? 
12 | A This is one of the aids that I got from 
+ | Special Agent Carr. I don't know the brand name or title 
14 | of the map. It's just the boroug!: map of Now York, you 
s 15 | buy in any book store. 
16 | Q Other than this map, I mean-- you had -- 
17 | if you hadn't been in this neighworhood, I mean a great 
18 || lengzh of time, am I correct in that? 
19 |j A Yes, sir, you're correct. 
Ya ae 
: 20 Q Yet-- When was the last time that you saw 
4 oe this map of Special Agent Carr's? 
2. A Which may have you reference to? 
23 | Q The map that you referred to that you claimed 
d 24 | that you had examined that Special Agent Carr had. 
25 | A The last time I saw the map was probably 
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j ? just before the deal, I guess. 
F 3 Q Just bofore the deal? , 
4 | A Yes. j 
| 
5 | Q That was more than six months ago; is that 
6 | correct? 
7 | A Yes, once you look at a map, maps never 
8 change-- 
9 || MI; COURT: Just ansver the question. 
10 THE WITNESS: Yes. 
11 | Q I just asked you, that was more than six month: 
12 || ago? 
13 | A Yez; it was, sir. 
14 | Q Is that correct? 
15 | A That's correct. 
| 
16 | MR. LEVIT?Y: Very well. 
17 (HE COURT: I think it's sufficiently iden- 
18 || tified so that the jury can look at it during 
19 | the questioning. 
20 || MR. ROCCD: My secretary stapled the two maps | 
21 together, I'm in the process of dissembling these 
22 maps. I'm sorry. 
23 BY MR. ROCCO: 
24 Agent Blz \»urn, in Mr. Levitt's voir dire, he 


25 | asked you how many times you had occasion to sce a map 
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of -- apparently, that this diagram is based upon. 
Am I eight in recollecting vale have seen 
the map on one cccasion? 

A No, I have seen the map more than one time, 
but to the best that I can remember, the last time that 
was probably the night of the deal. 

Q Agent Blackburn, during the boiia of your 
meetings with Edwin Gonzalez, did you have occasion to go 
to drive along East 98th Street, to drive along Newport 
Street, to drive along Willmohr Street? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you drive along those streets on more 
than one- occasion? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you confident that this is a fair, a 
reasonably accurate plot of that area of Brooklyn? 

A Reasonably, yes. 

Q Can you identify what appears to be at the 


intersection of gast 9Rth Street and Willinchr Street? 


A That vould be where the restaurant would be 
located. 
Q Can you identify what appears to be one or 


two buildings located diagonally across the street on 


Willmohr Street? 


rs he ay —_— a a -= . s ee | ee a ee T a e. 
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fe 2 | A That would be the approximate location of 
á i 
3 1160. and 1162 Willmohr. 
“i Q My question was after the defendant, Julio 
F 
: Gonzalez, left you, did you see or. notice where he went? 
» | 
n 6 | A In the direction of those two buildings. 
k Q So it's your testimony that he crossed the 
8 | 
‘ street and entered onc-- 
9 || MS. MOSXOUITZ: I'm objecting to the testimony 
10 | 
| of Mr. Rocco. 
ji 
11 TER COURT: No, Mr. Rocco doesn't testify. 
| 
12 || Mr. Rocco is asking a question. 
13 | Go ahead. 
a Q Agent Bieckburn, answer my question, 
a A Would yon ask the question again, please. 
16 || Q Yes. 
i 
1 Julio left you and Mr. Bermudez. Did you 
| 
wah notice where he went? 
|! 
19 | A Yes, sir, in the direction of the two 
2 || putidings, 1169 and 1162 Willmohr. 
21 Q The way those buildings are situated on that 
22 rovgh diagram you have, would that mean that Mr. Gonzalez 
23 || crossed the street diagonally to 1160 or 1162? 
24 A Yes. 
all Q Do you recall whether he did cross the strect 
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2 diagonally? 
, 3 A Yes, he did. 
- | Q Thank you. 
5 At the point that Mr. Julio Gonzalez left 
"i you. where were you standing? 
7 A At the corner of East 98th and Willmohr, in 
8 front of the restaurant, in front of the door of the 
9 | restaurant, on the steps, as a matter of fact. 
10 | Q On this rouch diagram, it would be where 
on East 96th Strect and Willnohr Street intersect? 
“ 12 | THE COURT: I think that's what he said, 
13 | A Yes. 
14 | Q Agent Blackburn, dic thore come a tine on 
| : 
15 | March 21, 1975, that you had occasion to sce the defendant 
16 | Edwin Gonzales acain? 
17 | A YCS « 
18 | Q Do you recall how leng after your initial 
| 
19 | meeting with him that was? 
20 A Approximately an hour. 
21 Q De you recall where you were standing at the 
22 || time that you saw or met him for a second time? 
| 23 A T was at the intersection. I was still 
24 in the vicinity of the restavrant when I saw him the 
25 second tine. 
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- Court and jury what he was doing? 

3 A The second time that I observed Mr. Gonzalez 

4 he was stepping out of the passenger side of a Cadillac. 

5- Q Can you Gescribe that Cadillac? 

6 A It was a Cadillac convertible, purple in 

7 color. 

8 | Q Do you recall where that Cadillac was located? 
9 | A Yes, it was in the-- It was close to the 

10 || intersection of Rockaway and Willmohr, facing Newport. 
11 | Q Agent Blackburn, do you recull what the 

12 | individual identified to you as Cavo locked like? 

13 | A Puerto Rican, male, approximately five-eight, 
14 | 150 pounds, hiack hair, black straight khair. 

15 | Q You testified that you saw tic defendant 

16 Ewin Gonzalez as he was leaving a car? 

17 A Yes. 

18 || ç Is that so? 

19 After leaving the car, what did the ecfendant 
20 Edwin Gonzalez do, if anything? 

71 A Mr. Gonzalez looked in the direction of the 

22 restaurant where Mr. Bermudez and I were Located and motionec 
23 in that direction is if ~-motioned for us. 


Q Can you describe how he motioned? 


A It was a gesture, you know, the arm (indicating). 
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$ 2 Q He raiscd his arm-- 
5 3 | A And pulled it toward him. 
s Q Raised his arm and pulled it toward him? 
5 j A Yes. | 
e 6 Q What if anything did you do at that point? 
7 A At that point Mr. Bermudez and I crossed the 
8 street -- well, we observed Mr. Gonzalez and the person 


later identified to me as Cavo enter, either 1160 or 1162 


10 Willmohr. The doors were really close together and it's 
11 || really kind of hard to see exectiy which door you went into, 
12 |} 


but he entered one of these two buildings, so Mr. Bermudez 
and I crossed the strect and we were about to enicr 1160 


when there was some kids in the ncighborhveod, own by the 


15 door, and they sta.-d that -- We asked then if they had 

1, gone into 1160 or the building that would `e on the left, 
17 | and they said no, they had gone into the building on the 

18 | right, which I later found to be 1162. At first original), 
19 I thought it was 1160, but it was 1162. 

20 | Q Special Agent Blackburn, I show you a photo- 
oo graph that's been marked Geverniwent Exhibit 2 for identifi- 
22 cation. Can you identify it (handing to witness) ? 

24 Q Will you identify it for the Court and jury. 
25 


"| A Yes, I can. 
A This is a photograph taken of the doorways of 
| 
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2 || 1160 and 1162 willmohr. 
3 2 Does that photograph represent a true-- Does 
s that photograph represent a true and accurate representation 
5 | of 1160-1162 Willmohr Street? 
° A Yes. 
7 | Q Special Agent Blackburn, I show you what's 
; been marked Covernment Exhibit 3 for identification (handing 
7} to witness) and ask you if that constitutes 2 truo and 
10 || accurate representation of 1160-1162 Willmohr Strect as it 
wall) appeared on March 21, 1975. 
12 || A Yes, except in March the Food Center -- the 
13 | partition was up and the store was open. The neighborhood 
14 || dis basically the same. 
15 | Q Special Agent Blackburn, can you tell the 
16 Court and jury whether that actually is approximately the 
17 | angle that you would have been looking at 1160-1162 fron? 
18 | A Yes, if I were standing in front of Soul Food 
“3 Restaurant where I wan when I first talked to Mr. Julio 
20 | Gonzalez on tne 27th-- on the 21, I'm sorry. 
ai Q Can you đescribe the doorway you and Mr. Ber- | 
asl mudez entered on that cvening*s 
= A Yes, we entered the doorway, looking at the 
a photograpn it would he to the left of the light. 
a Q Does anything appear on that door? 

| 


A 72 


Blackbhurn-direct 125 
A Yos, a square, a pane of glass, a little 
window. 
9 Looking at Government Exhibit 2 for identi- 


fication, can you describe what appears on that doorway? 

A Yes, there's a window square, th re's also a 
numeral 2 and there appears to be a sign at the lower 
portion of the door. 

Q Can you tell, or will you tell the Court and 
jury what happened after you entered the doorway with the 
numeral 2 appearing on it. 

A After being directed by the kids that he had 
entered 1162-- Mr. Bermudez and I entered. I didn't know 
exactly where to go, I was just about to ask Mr. Bermudez, 
‘Where to?” when I observed Mr. Julio Gonzalez again, 
walking in the hallway tovards me. 

At thet time he directed us to follow him. 
Mr. Bermudez and I followed Mr. Julio Gonzalez upstairs 
to an apartment in the rear of 1162 Wililmohr. 

Q Nr. Blackburn, at the time that you met 
Julio Gonzalez in the hallway of 1162 Willmohr Strect, was 
he alone? 

A | Yes, he was. 

Q Did Julio Gonzalez say anything to either 


you or Mr. Bermudez at that point? 
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He instructed us to follow him. 
It's your testimony that you did follow him? 
A Yes, I did-- we did. 
Q Where did you follow him to? 
A Up the stairs to an apartment in the rear 
building. 
Do you recall what floor you arrivec at? 
Second floor. 
Do you recall whether the hallway was lighted? 
To the best that I can remember, it wasn't 
lighted, the hallway. 
Wa: there a lending et the secerd floor? 
Yes. 
Was that landing Lighted? 


If it was lighted it was very poor lighting, 


Did you follow Mr. Gonzalez into an apartinent? 


Yes, I did. 
Wan that apartment to the rear? 
Yes. And to the left as you come 
stairs. 
Q What if anything did you see upon entering 
the apartment? 


A Well, after we got up to the top of the stairs, 
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Mc. Julio Gonzalez opened the door and we entered. 
Once we got into the apartment, it's like 


you stepped irto the kitchen, I observed Mr. Edwin Gonzalez, 


tir. Julio Gonzales, Mr. Fred -- Ramon Gonzalez, and a person 


that was introduced to me, identified to me as C-vo, inside 
the kitchen. 

Q Agent !lackburn, can you describe the kitchen. 

A fo the best that I can remember, when you 
walk into the kitchen, the sinks are, I think, are on the 
left. The stove and refrigerator, I believe are more or 
less to the front and to the left. That's the best I would 
remember. 

Q Do you recall whether the kitchen was well 
lighted? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Agent Blackburn, after entering the kitchen 
what if anything happened? 

A I asked Mr. ECwin Gonzalez, again, if he had 
the coke. He sai that he did have the coke and at that 
time he indicated a motion, told us to follow him into the 
bedroom, which would be to the left side of the kitc) ^. 

I followed Mr. Gonzalez into that bedroom; 
however, there was a person sleeping in the bed there and 


the person, to me appeared to be sleeping or “unk, because 
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he was strewn all over the room. 


aS . ne 
3 He said he didn't want to disturb.that person, 


4 so we would go into another room. 
1i Q At the time you walked into the kitchen, to 

> 6 | the first bedroom or towards the first bedroom, was it only 
' you and Mr. Edwin Conzalez? 
8 ; A No. 
9 Q Who was with you? ` 
10 || A It was Mr. Bermuäez, myself, lir. Julio 
1 |i Gonzalez, and I think Mv. Ramon Gonzalez hadn't completely 
12 centered the room. He vas more or Jess standing to the rear. 
13 | He was like always standing back ly the decor. | l 
14 i Q Agent Blackburn, can you describe the l 
15 || individual that you were intreduced to as-- 
16 || MR. ROCCO: IX withdraw the question, 
17 || Q Agent Blackburn, at tha time you entered the 
j$ kitchen were you introduced to the people located in the 

: 19 || kitchen? 

; 20 A No, I walked in and nodded and they in turn 

21 |} nodded back to me. There was no exchange other than with i 
22 | Mr. Edwin Gonzalez. 

o 
a Q The indivicdua) that vou're referring to as 

24 Freddy Gonzalez, how were you first either introduced to 

a5 | 


him or how dia you come to identity him as Freddy Gonzalez? 


10 


11 


16 


17 


18 


19 
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A Well, first of all, I noticed tir. Gonzalez 


right away hecause he was wearing a burgundy blazer with 
Gark slacks. Everybody clse was casually cressed. The way 
I learned his name was from a person that I know as Enrico 
Bermudez. He told me that that wes the person wearing 

the maroon jacket and dark pants was Freddy Gonzalez; the 


person scated at the table there. 


i 


Q That individual is in the courtroom today? 
A The gentleman with the tan turtleneck and 


the jacket, the light jacket. 
wm. ROCCO: Your Honor, if the Court will-- 
Would the xecord indicate that. Special Acent Black- 
burn has identified the defendant Ramon Gonzalez? 
THE: COURT: Tass 
Q Just stepping back for a second, sir, we have 
reached toe point that you were leaving the kitchen, 
accompanied by Mx. E@win Gonzalez and others. You 
approached a bodreenm., What happened after that? 
A I vas dirocted into- I followed Mr.-- 
I was directed into another bedroom by Mr. Edwin Gonzalez. 
‘his was a bedroom further in to the rear of the apartment 
to the left, lett. 
Q After entering the second bedroom located to 


the rear of the apartment and ta the left, what if anything 
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happened? 

A At that time I noticed that Mr. Edwin 
Gonzalez was carrying a magazine in one hand and a white 
powdery substance in another hand, that he identified as 


cocaine. 


Mr. Gonzalez walked -~ Mr. Edwin Gonzalez 


walked to the bed, placed the magazine on the bed, emptied 
the contents of the little plastic bag that he had, that he 
called cocaine, onto the magazine. At that time Mr. Edwin 
Gonzalez instructed me to check out the coke. 

Q Mr. Blackburn, stepping back for a minute, 
did you accompany Mr. Gonzalez into the second hedrooin? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did anyone else accompany you and Mr. Gon- 
zalez into the second bedroom? 

A Yes, 

Who was that? 

A Mr. Julio Gonzales, Mr. Edwin Gonzalez, Enrico 
Bermudez, and the person introduced to me, identified to me 
as Cavo, 

Q Do you re ‘all who entered the bedroom last? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Who was that? 


Mr. Ramon or Freddie Gonzalez. 
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| Q Do you recall if the door to the room was 
3 open or sh.t after you entered? 

: A After I got into the bedroom, Mr. Freddie 


Conzalez shut the door and stood almost directly in front 


6 of tne door, so that if you were to walk in, you would 

7 probably hit him with the door the way he was standing. 

6 Q Agent Blackburn, how is it you recall the 

9 defendant kamon Gonzalez shut the door after everyone he 
10 | entered the room? 
11 A From working, having worked under cover for 
12 quite a while, I'm always aware of who is standing by a door-- 

`v 

13 | MR. FLANELFT: Objection. 
14 | THE COUR: Overruled. 
15 A (Continuing) I'm always watching to see who's y 
16 standing by the door, who is covering the windows, in case 
17 something goes wrong that I have to get out in a,hurry, 
18 plus the fact Mr. Freddie Gonzalez, as I stated before, 
19 had on the blazer which is a burgundy Blazer. 

-| 
20 Q Will you tell the Court and jury what happened 
21 after you entered the room and the door was shut. 
22 A As I stated before, Mr, Gonzalez, Edwin 


Gonzalez, poured the white powdery substance that he had 


| 
24 identified as coke or cocaine onto the magazine, told me 
| to inspect it. I looked at it. 

ti 


~] 
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At that time I asked about the quality of the 
cocaine gt At that time a person that was identified to me 
as Cavo stated that it was good cocaine; that it would take 


a good three and a half cut. 


Q Agent Blackburn, can you tell the Court and 
jury what the expression "three and a half cut" means? 

A Yes. The cut, three and a half, simply means 
that if I were to purchase, say, One ounce of cocaine anå 
the cocaine would take a three and a half cut, then I would 
put three and a half -- I would put three and a half times 
that same amount of cut, adulterant, into it, so I could 
build up the quentity and still maintain the quality that 
would be used on the street. In other words, I would have 
three and a half times as much. 

Q What if anything did you do after the 
defendant, Edwin Gonzalez, asked you to check out the co- 
caine or the coke? 

A As I stated before, I locked at the cocaine 
and I commented that the cok: looked really good. It war 
full of rocks and that's when -- rocks meaning the coin 
pressed cocaine (indicating) . 

n 
I told him that the coke really looked good, 


nice sheen to it, and it really looked good. 


At that time, like I said, I asked ahout the 
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quality and Cavo stated that it would take a good three 
ana a half and that it was good cocaine, guaranteed cocaine. 
At that time Julio Gonzalez stated to Cavo, 
he says, "It's not necessary to tell him that, because he 
knows that the coke is good and he knows the coke is 


guaranteed." 


Q Mr. Blackburn, can you describe, gr would you 


d 


describe how the individuals present in the o6urtroom were 
situated, I mean where whey they located? 

A The bed was against the back wal}. I was 
standing close to the bed. Mr. Edwin Gonzalez was standing 
close to the bed. The person identified to me later as 
Cavo was standing close to the bec. Julio Gon.alez was 
standing back a ways and, as 4 stated before, Freddie, or 
Ramen Gonzalez, was standing by the uoor. 

Q What if anything happened after you examined 

+ 
the substance describcd or identified to you as cocaine? 

A After I cxamined it, I asked Mr. Edwin Gon- 
zalez to help me repackage the coke, because he haa poured 
it onto the magazine. 

While he was helping me repackacse the coke, 
we talked about the price. He stated that the coke would 
sai me $1100 a unce. 


I told him that that was quite expensive; 
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that I would gladly pay him $900 an ounce. 

At that- time he stated that he wasn't making 
much on the deal, so it had to go for $1100. 

I could see that the tension was beginning 
to ease a little in the room, so I said, "I'll pay you 
S. 009 for SeT 

He says, "No." 

Everybody kind of cracked a joke, the way I wa 
haggling abovt the price. He stated, "No," it had to gò 
for $1100, if I wanted a better price on it, I would have 
to buy bigger quantitics. 

At that time he said that, “If you buy an 


eighth or better, the price would go down. The nore you 


buy, the lower the price would be.” 


With that, I noticed shortly thereafter, or 
about that sume time thet Freddic Gonzalez and Julio Gon- 
zaloz left the room while we were talking about the price 
and repackesging the coke. 


Agent Blackburn, did you eventually agree to 


Yes. 


What was the price that you eventually agreed 


Twenty-two, Twenty-two hundred. 
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Twenty-two hundred? 

A Eleven hundred dollars an ounce. 

Q After agreeing to tne pricc, did you pay 
$2200 to Defendant Edwin Gonzalez? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q At the time that you paid him the $2200, 
who was present in the room? 

A In the room there was this person identified 
to me as Cavo, Edwin Gonzalez, Enrico Bernudez and myself. 

TUE CLERK: Envelope marked Covernment's 

Exhibit 6 for identification. 

Q Special Agent Blackburna, I shew you what has 
been identified as Governmant Exhibit 6 (handing) for 
identification. Can you identify that? 

A Yes, I €n. 

Q By what means can you identify it? 

A The evidence sticker on the wrapper itself 
has my nawe written, has my initials on it, also, when 
I placed it into the envelope, I printed my name as the 
sealing officer or official. 

Q Now that you have identified it, ini you de- 
seribe what it is for the Court and jury. 

A This is the cocaine that I purchacad from 


Mr. Edwin Gonzalez insice 1162 Willmohsx, in Brooklyn. 
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Q Mr. Blackburn, after you purchacea the 
cocaine, what if anything happened? 
A After I paid hin and I hed been advised by him 
that I could come back and get any quantity that I wanted, 
I left the apartment shortly thereafter with Mr. Enrico 
~ 


Bermudez. 


Q At the time that you left the apartineəent, what 


if anything did you say? 


A 


Q 
A l lett the bedroom, I or 


Gonzalez and Nr. Fredie Gonzclec at the table snorting 


a white powdery substance. 

Q What do you mean by snorting? 

A Indicating) Intaking throvgh the nostriis. 

Q After you left the apartment, what if anything | 
did you do? 

A I got in the 0.G., Government vehicle, and 


I left the area where I met with Special Agent Gerald Carr 


and performed a preliminary ficld test of the cocaine 
I purchased from Mr. Fdwin Gonzalez. 


Q What were the results of thut field test? 


- 
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A The cocaine tested positive for cocūine., 
The white powdery substance tested positive. 
Q What did you do after you received a positive 
indication of the white powdery substance? 
A I took the cocaine that I purchased from Mr. 
Gonzalez back to the New York Regional Office where I again 


conducted another ficld test on the white powder and 


obtained anoti.zr positive color reaction. 


I then weigh. d tha exhibit and sealed it in 
this plastic bag (indicatirg) and affixed an evidence 
sticker, sianed it and placed it in the night depository 
after entering the exhibit in the nicht duty log at the basc. 

Q Agent Bleckburs, what's now marked for identi- 
fication as Government Exhibit 6, is it substantially the 
sane condition today an it was on March 21, 1975? 

A Yes. 

MR. ROCCO: At this point I move its adnis- 

sion into evidence. 

THE COURT: Anybody want to lcok at it 


before it's received? 


HR. FLANIUAFT. No. 
MR. LEVITT: All right. 


THE COURT: Let it be marked. 


THE CLERK: Goverment Exhibit marked 
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in evidence. 
(So merked) 

My. Blackburn, just one Last question: 

Do you recall at this time the apartuent the 
first deal was negotiated in, the deal that took place on 
March 21, 1975? 

A I didn't know at the time whose apartment it 
Was. 


COURI': Do you have any questions? 


FLAMIAPT: I ‘prefer not to. 


COURT: Mr. Levitt, do you have any 
questions? 
MR. LEVILT: questions. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. LEVITT: 

Q Mx. Blackburn, I will ask you to direct your 
answers only az to the ecfendant that's my client -- 
Ramen Guonzale::. 


Going back to this incident as you have 


testificd to on March 21, 1975, did my client, whom you say 


you had been introduced +o as Freddie, and then you said 
you helieve Ramon Gonzalez, am I correct in that? 
A No, sir, not your client. 


Q Let me ack you this: Ind you ever met 
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